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Sentencing for knife crime - amendment to section 10 
 
Sacro is aware of the proposals to amend the aforementioned Bill to require a 
court to impose a sentence of imprisonment of at leat six months unless the court 
is aware of exceptional circumstances which justify not doing so.  
 
It is the view of Sacro that this amendment is unneccessary for a number of 
reasons. These include: 
 
The courts currently have the power to imprison those found gulity of carrying 
knives and already use this power appropriately when it is known that there was 
intention on the part of the offender to use the knife for malicious parposes.  
 
There are numerous reasons why people carry knives in public. Some of these 
will be for entirely legitimate means including those who use knives as part of 
their work or leisure persuits (fishing etc). To place pressure on sentencers to 
impose a cusodial sentence on those found carrying knives for legitimate 
reasons is inappropriate and could result in the imprisonment of those who pose 
no risk to society at all.  
 
Sacro are of the view that the carrying of knives by certain groups of young 
people is directly related to their involvement in gang culture, and ther cultural 
issues. There is a significant body of anecdotal evidence which suggests that 
many young people involved in gang culture and/ the the carrying of knives do so 
out of fear for their own safety. This behaviour is not excusable. However, our 
view is that mandatory imprisonment will not address the wider issues relating to 
the use of knives as weapons within society. It would be better to focus on the 
cultural issues behind the behaviour and attempt to address this using an 
educational approach as is currently the case in the work of the Violence 
Reduction Unit and campaigns such as the current “no knives – bettter lives” 
iniatiative.   
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